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I start my term as 2009 SPE President with the good fortune
to follow in the footsteps of Bill Cobb and the long chain of
Presidents who came before him who have provided strong
leadership and clear vision to the Society. It is thanks to these
people that SPE is what it is today: the largest and most inter-
nationally diverse professional society serving our industry.

Like Bill and other presidents, my primary goal will be
to give direction to the Long Range Plan, a plan that has
been made and is owned by the entire Board of Directors.
However, all presidents—and I am not different—also set
out on their journey with personal aims, and have only 12 months to start to
make them a reality. As I said in my JPT interview last month, one of my main
objectives is to continue the drive for true globalization. We will be truly global
when every member feels that SPE is not only the local section or a loosely con-
nected group of national or regional organizations, but rather a single organization
of professionals, united for a common purpose, that belongs to each and every
one of us. “Your SPE” means it does not matter what job you do, where you are
located, or what nationality you are—SPE is yours.

My priority will be to interact with our members by visiting as many regions
and sections as possible to listen and report back to both all of you and the SPE
Board of Directors. My monthly column will take the form of a “paper blog” in
which I will describe my visits to sections around the world, share their good
ideas, and seek solutions to local challenges. In support of this, I asked staff to set
up a “debating forum” on SPE’s home page: the President’s Forum. Your feedback
through this new forum will provide invaluable support to this effort. It is my
vision that all members can debate and react to my column on this platform and I
can join in to learn more about your needs and issues. I don't know whether this
will work, but we will give it a try!

With 170 local sections worldwide and regional offices in London, Kuala
Lumpur, Dubai, and Moscow, I have a hectic schedule ahead of me. In the next
few months T will be visiting Russia, Australia and New Zealand, the U.S., the
Middle East, and Malaysia. My first blog will feature a recent trip to China, which
offered many fascinating insights.

Over the last 5 years, SPE’s main growth in professional membership has been
in Russia, the Middle East, India, Northern Asia, and South America, with total
membership now split roughly 50/50 between U.S. and non-U.S. citizens. I am
excited by how we can all help the newer, growing sections to build on the expe-
rience of their mature peers. And in return, how the mature sections can benefit
from some of the new innovations being tested in places where there are no "tra-
ditional” SPE ways of doing things. Diversity can only strengthen SPE.

The idea for my blog was partly driven by another of my objectives, which is
to encourage the adoption of new media for sharing information and transferring
technical knowledge. This is increasingly important as SPE spreads its global
footprint. I also believe that new media are essential to attract and retain our vital
student and young-engineer members. Over 70% of SPE’s 18,000 student mem-
bers are non-U.S. nationals and we must reach out to them and encourage them
to choose our industry for a career.

Cont. on page 83

12

2009 SPE BOARD
OF DIRECTORS

OFFICERS

2009 President
Leo Roodhart, Shell International

2008 President
William M. Cobb, William M. Cobb & Associates

2010 President
Behrooz Fattahi, Aera Energy

Vice President Finance
Kenneth E. Arnold, K. Arnold Consulting

REGION DIRECTORS

Africa
Emmanuel Egbogah, Emerald Energy Resources

Central and Southeastern
North America
Dean McPhearson, Baker Hughes

Gulf Coast North America
Susan Howes, Chevron Global Upstream

Mid-Continent North America
Roy Knapp, University of Oklahoma

Middle East
Ali Al-Hasan, Saudi Aramco

North Sea
John Donachie, Simmons & Company

Northeastern North America
George Koperna, Advanced Resources International

Northern Asia Pacific
Mohd Jukris Abdul Wahab, Petronas

Rocky Mountain North America
Helen Chang, Nexen Inc.

Russia and the Caspian
Rick Tompkins, TNK-BP

South America and Caribbean
Ruben Caligari, Petrobras

South, Central, and East Europe
Serge Rueff, Southampton Energy

Southern Asia Pacific
Fauzi Imron, PT Medco E&P Malaka

Southwestern North America
Billy Harris, Wagner & Brown Lid.

Western North America
Med Kamal, Chevron Energy Technology

TECHNICAL DIRECTORS

Drilling and Completions
Ford Brett, Oil & Gas Consultants

Projects, Facilities, and Construction
Paul Jones, Chevron Energy Technology Pty.

Health, Safety, Security, Environment,
and Social Responsibility
Tom Knode, Halliburton

Management and Information
Kamel Bennaceur, Schlumberger/IEA

Production and Operations
James Pappas, Devon Energy

Reservoir Description and Dynamics
Alberto Sampaio de Almeida, Petrobras E&P

AT-LARGE DIRECTORS
Faisal Al-Thani, Maersk Oil Qatar
Josh Etkind, Shell Exploration & Production

JPT « OCTOBER 2008



Ready. Set. Analyze.

Start your petrophysical analysis within minutes
of logging with the LiveWire*" service from Baker Atlas.

It's Friday afternoon.

The crew is running wireline tools in the zone of interest around 9,500 feet.
But it's going to be five more hours before you can start the petrophysical analysis.
You're dreaming of the day when you can identify pay zones in real time.

Dream no more.

With the Baker Atlas LiveWire service, you can create your own LAS file of the zone of interest
in real time and start the petrophysical analysis in less than two minutes. Alternatively, you can
use the LiveWire volumetric analysis package for the ultimate in online convenience.

Baker Atlas knows that in your business, time IS money.

With the LiveWire service, you save both.

Stop waiting. Visit www.bakerhughes.com/LiveWire today.
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